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WL EWE 0.404  0.394 0.385 0.362 0.354 0.347 0.366 0.368 0.369 0.334
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Variable VIF 1/VIF
UR 5. 47 0.183
PGDP 4.55 0.220
D 2.61 0. 383
FIN 2.48 0.402
GOV 1. 06 0.943
Mean VIF 3.24
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The Impact Mechanism and Regional Comparison of
the Coupling between China’s Maritime Economy and

Digital Economy on Balanced Development of Foreign Trade

SONG Shuli' ZHANG Yi’* CHEN Yao'

(1. School of International Business, Zhejiang International Studies University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China;
2. School of Economics and Management, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology,

Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: The coupling of China’s marine economy and digital economy is an
important feature of Chinese-style modernization and development, which has
an equally far-reaching impact on the balanced development of China’s foreign
trade, and is the applied meaning of Chinese-style modernization and
development. Based on the panel data of 11 coastal provinces and cities along
the coast of China from 2011 to 2020, this paper uses the coupling model to
measure the degree of coupling coordination between the ocean economy and
the digital economy. On this basis, We empirically analyse the impact of the
degree of coupling coordination between the ocean economy and the digital
economy on the balanced development of China’s foreign trade with the double
fixed effect model. The results show that the synergistic growth of the ocean
economy and the digital economy is differentiated and unbalanced in coastal
regions, with the Eastern Ocean Economic Circle, the Southern Ocean

Economic Circle, and the Northern Ocean Economic Circle in descending order
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according to the development performance. Furthermore, the coupling of the
digital economy with the ocean economy has a significant effect on trade
quality, and the moderating effect of marine R&.D expenditure and transport
accessibility can more effectively promote the balanced development of China’s
foreign trade.

Keywords: maritime economy; digital economy; balanced development of

foreign trade; coupling coordination; regional imbalance





