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BHE (34T ) HESLE — 35T B A5 5 T4 1) A% S B K78 SCRH 1 4 AL AR
B, R BB T AN 2R 00 I G A IR 25 A5, TEXS TA A0 SCIR A 28 ok A vp AT 7R LA 7
T PR BT I T8 2 30 2 S S I R A8 40 6 AR TR AE R BB BIL A
(B152,2023)  FRERBEEA 0] LA A R 09 G R SIS AT I & 1 2
W, REA IS I e, A SR 2hEe, e e R R R e o 2
AR EEE, TERRHHTE T, BB HESN: T 0 O AL E, SR B ST B Tk 1 B4
o RSB e, BUEHE AR /e 9 Be 5 AR 2 50 2 A A W e &
AN 1T A PSEA , A LA — B, BEAESR B OS2 S B ST R O E AL, 13X
WHRICNER . fEBSEHTIE TAE S B HE LAY a8 Fl W W AF7E DL R IR X, X EEiR X
1EJE R = T 2R A

MHSHEZLAE BIE I T . #0578 A o B AL REA B E ie SCry o Arie 28,
HAWA MR S0, X —IRAEE T e PR PR A e . Bl 7~ 3k
AR B ZIRTHEIE” (W] W A B S T HOR TR FE AT E
B2 R P92 b UL A [R] N A0 B3 AT B BIEAE SR MG OC R e S5, %)
MRS R PR AR 4E B b9 206 R BB R BE I A3 i 2 0 450, 1 3
(2025) A0E oA 1T S BT R S B AT R R AR PSR A S 2 A X
JERTFEHE AR A R BEVE R 1 | 7 A Z2 AU, e ARG B G, dL 77 7
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il I ZE B bR 0125 BB Rl
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OPMEREC) T RUE RS . BORWPTE B AT, G A R B TR AR A
1o BSTTERR—YERE RSP RAEAE S AR PE Y, & A2 B rh AR 2 AL SR 2
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SRR X B 2 i S, U 22 S 1) M2 R BUE PR R BT 5T R K HAE 2
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HH PR SR B A R A i 14 22 S PR R 5 T O SEHE R b i 2 IR AR A R AL i X — e
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(Ashworth et al. , 2019) . TEEMERISEH, 7 B L SOR A GORMAE 77 1%, (2
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AR, AT P RS BRI AH SCME B IR AR, 10 8 DR G X ALY e B 2 R 1 A
JHT 3 SEAA A 435 96 UE P 28 80 A A0 5 B3R 3 4 P Al i R e it R A 5 140 4
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Without Deduction, the Story Always Seems Awkward

GUAN Bing'?

(1. School of Government, Center for National Governance Research, South China University of Technology ;

2. Center for National Governance Research, South China University of Technology)

Abstract; Contemporary social science pedagogy exhibits a pronounced theory-empirical
dichotomy. Curricula tend to privilege training in data collection and inductive
techniques, while the cultivation of theory-building capabilities—represented by deductive
methods—is either marginalized or conflated with the interpretation of classical texts and
courses on disciplinary history. This fragmentation renders researchers ill-equipped to
conduct “theory-driven empirical research.” In an era where big data and artificial
intelligence ( Al ) have disrupted the traditional primacy of induction, deductive

competence has emerged as an irreplaceable intellectual asset for researchers. In research
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practice, the deficit in deduction manifests as: adopting theoretical perspectives without
engaging in deductive reasoning; conducting literature reviews that are disconnected from
the subsequent research design; presenting empirical data with insufficient analytical
depth; and offering empirical summaries that lack extrapolative generalization. To address
these, we propose a pathway of “deductive operationalization” ; sustained interrogation of
foundational paradigmatic questions, engagement with deductive trajectories in seminal
literature, forward-looking deduction to innovate theoretical frameworks, dimensional
analysis of empirical evidence, and explicit articulation of boundary conditions. Born of
methodological self-awareness during the Industrial Revolution, social science must now
reclaim its foundational ethos in the face of the Al revolution—cultivating both empirical
rigor and theoretical robustness. Only by providing unique epistemic contributions that
retain a comparative advantage over Al can social science scholars defend both their
profession and their vocation.

Keywords: induction; deduction; theoretical framework; methodology; artificial

intelligence
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