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M TTEIAR R IR, AR, 0 T8 7658 1Y i BUR RE ) il 5 1 500 BAL
REAE TH45 07 THD 1 T SRl — P . 20 A b R 0 190 0] o LA ) R i 41
HEPFE RIS BB M) BT 2 B [R) 32 45 12 A0 14 DU 57 (R ¥ , 2005 5 [ 9, 2018) , 7E
FARF BT ENIMARATEC A E T R A A AL BORI R AT R £/
S AT NHEBICEE S W ) 5 & 22— (Bovens et al. , 2008) , 7£ 40 E %K 54k 4
IR R ) SR EE Z24EIRE AR T E R AT IR W TR EALRE , B
PEAL IR 55 i 545 ( Yilmaz and Guner, 2013; Han and Robertson, 2021) . iX25T5ERY
SEERAE WA R 1] T B AR A (BT 7E ( Choi and Chun, 2021) , {H7E B4 52 o 72
o R SAE R R I — M B R il i R, MEE LT, R SR e 2]
5T AR BAE ERATENLOC REALOC AR AR A S Tl a4, X EEORTR] Y
) 3¢ A4 ) 57 BARH 45 H TR, Fo b 2040 5 0115 0] 53 AR A AT ST Fn s gt 1 3L
F84 MR 20 A% 55 1R A 7 0 2EK ) T3 2 AR SE AN TR 25 3kt A id 2 55 T oy 1 55
K AN BT FARAIAFFACOUE —iS T2 — 5K “ [N 5T /7 (web of accountability ) , &b F
7] 52 O e 1 1) 52 AR AN A5 AN 0% F 6 Db 38 A ok S 9 5 i 22 17 R 1) T B 4
1 2RI 546 % (Whitaker et al. , 2004) . [0 55 (952 Ze Vb AR A HOWb M 2 4E 2
FEAn ) B3 AR L [R) 33 EAR Y ol 1 | 0] 53 24K 5 ) ST XG0 6 & | 0] 53 A IR AILAEE
XA [ 1) 4 85 AR Bl 22w/ | i ] 42 5 e () D3 AR AN 0] 52 AR (Li et al.
2024)

A IS S S S AR, SRR
YT IR A ek, THE YR TAREE s, 2 A AN A R (5K 5%
ik JH,2018) o IEANVEZER ik, S AT A TR WA RIAT S, AR —Fh A i
HOANTT RE A TR TUAT: 5 P oy A3 vh — D) A 1E Z2 5 3 ly BAT X b 52 A%y, i — L
ToAT 2 8 2K Fh TR 8" (VE 2R ,2003) , FEAIATEOESE T, 5345 5 i
VHBUM 524 ( government responsibility ) , B M BUR “ 43 AL (authority ) A7 3l , A L
1 (power) K& i, A B J1 R FLE AN VT S 1 (FE4FFNIR Z [8]) #E 4T X 3 K SRt 47 R , DA
BB Al {5 a5 AT PO FI B (Behn ,2001) o T4 A S5 WUJE 250K B M HR 53 J8% B
5 AT/ (sense of obligation) , T E4 [a] — T ELUE GUBNIE] 19 LS5, O &, RO
SN REE (BRI ,2000) o T2 US4 E 2R TIAHE A el U ZR, “ BT
FEA R A N BT, AR 2, T 52 e il N ke phe s 7 AV 7 32 AT B (o A
2000) o BUN DAL BUR RN DIAH G, #0552 D4R . I e OE 4R BE
S R BTAE . XA SR Y, BUR ) 53 2 BUM B3 4T 1Y 8 2240 80 4 . BUR [R]
Tt FEARAEUN 8CE BOM B 5L A O AT R #E TR R TR LB S
ROET) (5Y2,2009) . BT 3L 55T R X G250, 51 55t 30 2 AT B oY
H S Z —, ST 48 A AXT SR R A, G R 4 3 4 i
1N, A 55, DA B B Ak — A PP AG O824t 25 A1 B 55 SN AE 19 PF 4] (Behn,
2001) . FeEMBEATHIE HE R SR 0 ANRGATE” X B 757 32 2R AREUN 7 IR
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BORFA TR T 0 BARA TR N R ER A R AT BUE B A R R
SEATECRR TR 0 DeA 70, S0 H - i AL SR B AT (5552,2010) o DAIX A4S A Bk
&, T PR A R — A A AR 7 B T S N S R 1 ST, TR
Ay 17 57 B I AT RE S TG [R) 3

24 H | ) 55— 9 8 0 DT 080 2 0k, ok IR N A A SR AT B BUR A
B AU RSN Sl iy 2 2 A IR A TR TF Sy B ) 57 X — ME A A O
AR FEAHMERME T2 A SRR Ak, BEPRA AT EU A E W 40 2215 B
ARIWFFETT 2 AN 5 v R BIRESE R -G W98 7 iR 55 X 0] 083X — A& e TF T 9T
B A F A A R ( Greiling and Halachmi, 2013; Plescia et al. , 2022; Li et al. ,
2024) . FKEAIATEEHE CLINRBI N 5T 20 B S AL BOR S i R
IR RE 2 (B BUR ST SR, 2017) o (HJ2 B T2 AR B F X —HE
PRAGAT IR 52 PRIE P A B 3, o 3 R B X6 18] 53 19 N TR R AT R GE 1k FE 3, LR 5T AN [+
PR Z [ N AR 22 5, BT 0t A B DN B 9 SR vh S 25 42 R 0] 5% 1) 22 o B
51 B G TR A AT B SRR R A A SC IR AT 4 3l 7] 33 33X — HE A& B2 4k
SRR,

1L TR ERZ R . S0 BRI RS

“TBE A THEE RYHIRE SO -5 D s B T X Se R B AU T M 527 JR
ARV ] B2 A T LR Z 2 36 60 T (R 527 A TR BR A, 74 05 A A7 By g )
PR — MR BTG T3 IR EBUN A RUs F R e LR, 7E LR P Iy E R B
AT P B BE T ST A= Y R TR AR A Anl A3 R 240 AT O R, A X Rl
HET,FEREBUN A ROSE, W B AT IR R E T 51" X —HE T H,
WX BERT | [ DALV 7 SR [ KA A G R — MR E I A7 KR, i
VU7 SR [ AN TR] v ] — A R MASE 1 5, A v e 58] 4t 7 2% 0% BT K 28 )
TR R, Hlad — 4> A i RO ES H R G5 3 U 8l CR =,
2023) . SEALHAE T AP E A 1) 5T B S R A5 T I A R B 2 AR SR A A At
P, R ST 7E AP I A AR G R AEFE AR — < LY SC R e — A SR KA (L,
2024) , ST BN 5 A8 25 5 PP PG O 0 T ] A A HLRR S B
T EARHE RSB ]

SF— YT A TR AN R A S S 1), AR DY 7 R ML BRRL R 2 A e
AR, BOAR—17 B0 & R ARG AL« Z 4T — UL 4544, 1= 1m) 527 ) A A
“ AU I A s Fe i R TP YR A TR AU S5k b AUy
A RUSERR S BRI 3 Z 4877 i BARERART , AT -5 Ze 477 A4 ) — Rl 12
KFR o, AT IERZAETT AT 1 29T 2, ATy 1 HAR B AL S 1 R4y
N RS RGBT . WX AR, PE 7 A AT B Y 7] 58 BE A& S8 0 L4 16
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VRS Z 4677 AR BT B G Sr 2R 2 8] f) P S5 B2 I e T — bl EAS 9 24
HURV  Ze A58 (R 52 FF H s B IR AL ik 4 ARy i AR D7 AR 4 1) 537 Ay T
AR SE AT I, R, ST AR R BT AERAS VR T R A T — ke
TRIGRLA SC Z AR KRR BE _EoRUF, V4 75 2% 3L AT BOE T Hh X ) 52 A B A B 40
“liability” , HOR A SE R — RO AFAE . A [ 18] 52T 26 55 09 8 0l 3 o
ARG 5 2 S e () 53 EARRN 204 22 ] 4 FL 8 Sk 3k o 25 40 50 2R 0 A 5 42 Hh i
2= B AR BT BRE | T — i 8] 53 ARG AR AR AR AL, X PP AU L35 HA =
P SRR AR ST TR T A AR T B A TR, A 1R T AR B EER A
[ 5 R A2 AN XA T A B AT R 53 R AR B2 2R Z B LR Gk R i AT
TE o WEREAR R BF b AR IF AL T 5 BB J2= BOAE ] — 30 0, S0 RE S A5 WA 4 T
Fe FUA Tz A AR BB SAUR B, 78] 53 P AR AR A L AR R T AT R AL T
(VA

S PP DT R ST RN [A) Y 22 i AT PG 5 LA ST A ) T2 A R
BODTHIZA A RS ORI 5T ERARC R 757 B2 RARBAT 838 B A 58 H
PR 2 2L B BRI , AT AT — J7 1) 3 2917 D R A 5 BB 24 ) B8 RNBUTT ) i 4 s

TR BPPAT R, WH A B AR S S, — B8 BRI 54T 55 5 , #4241
WAL AR ZAEAE I LR A oA 0] B 32 48 (A% 0 , T REL IR P A 0 2 2 [T T < i
SETHE” B R AR 1R] R ( Hirschman , 1970) | W3 2 U, 18] 5 2R 00200 18 T8 3¢
A, FLICRP BB AE AR S 1 130 ED VR ER Z A [ 353 2 A B 40 s o oy, K I IR sl 5
TSR, Ak, 1) 58 58 R 2 T —A B B A SRR S Y
FEATE 10 PSS R Z B — R B2 LY 56 R AR X — 250 F , [ 57 e 16l — A x
SRR ) SRS 6 , 3 3R A S 1] B AT ) 5% = R (AR A ML R RS 2 B BUAR TR &5
R FAR ECE BUA FEIN ) I RN A Sk 3 A5 R] B % 1A ] B 3 A Y R R
3BT 7 B R 25 1 A ( Abbott et al. ,2021)

= FREA A TP R T VU R

FEFRPYTT 2 64T BRI SE B T TR 5 AR A 2 B ) S 4 0T 5 BB 1 A 5 ik
o FEFEAIATEC, RISTHEA L SO R Rl FE R DT R BRI (R T
TR R T PR A T AU — IR | ER— T R U R B SR R, I LA B 2
51 S R SRS A O AR AL (R 2 H A4S | (R DR MG A%, PRt , ATk 2 x) o
A AT EO R B9 R ST & AT ML B, LA AT | 28 G MR S o [ (1) 1) 53 B 12 AT

TEAT 43 R DA T, A 0 0 e [ 20 A7 Bl o R 68 1) 33 3 — ME 2 P A 4
FENE— T 24 DA B — M 7 3 [ 28 U AT BOWE 5 rp B AR I 00 5 A R S 3
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R Z B PP AT BOE ) (13 45 , UG (BUARA ) (6 %) , X T
B, 3% B A AT R S O 22 U TR P 1 G 1 ) 3 X — MR, BRI Z A1,
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RIVEETTHARRIR T —E MM ME %, FIEZ T, D EE SO SR T 20X —i%
AT, b A3 T R ISk | 8 TR e ik, 23 TR A B oA 455 1
J7 i, X U] H AT E A SCT R S SSIERT S RO B U R B = R R SE R AR T
JTEHINE

DN H R SCHERA A 5 A AR SR I, 3R E A AT B X T R 5E Y L
U AN [ B L5 B A S LR A TR] 5T AR S i RE G 18] 5 AR R e & A IR) B¢
SR AR MIBE X PR ELR AEAS T, B AT R S 5 A AR T JZ IR
SEOTMAAAEZE S o LK PRI SE IR BT ) DU b B SR T PR AR IA

(—) EEE—FHLH

BACAIATECE ) TS B 0 F B T E RIG B A K FE 58030, AT A
WA ERTR , A ILATE LS BB 610 B A 1M 0] 57 38 5 R 30  — ) 53 3
TR (L2 xF I & (R ) B FE il B ik iR B T, B —H
b, T BRI IR B LS A, T 410 R 48 5 VR 2 P A 2 WL | SR BB X
PEASHE ISR E AR, X EME , 2EH RN AS B T 1) 53 10 &0 H br 5 T e,
M BERAGTE M ST UA R0 X — DB, R, 2 64T B2 3 0 22 6 1 J2:
VE—Fh T EIR BT, 30500 T 2 AUk < Lk 1) B2 & AR R 7= A 5 1 F B L
il 5 AR, HLAT S A M T BB H AR, 350 A8 TR ] 50— F L
Hl S, R STAL ] AR AR 5 Rk T8 B N B R 1A R BT 45 R T B
5TH H AT DL DU TR A RRE

S — , AR R ) 57 2 A H X6 1) B2 RS RN 0 SR R AN B S T A
FEFR IR BB 18] 5% F2 0T LASE o 22 % n) 57 T Bt In) 52 & 7R R T 1) 3%, X
S () 57 T B SR R RS KT o i etk nl s AR L etk ml se Wi 2, 1%
GEPEIN BTG I R AR AR HE A5 18 AR AR S EE 0 1) 5% T B, B B ZUBUR X T SBU
4038 A RN IR (TR AR /N 1, 2015 ) PR ER T JR I 1 IR 88 (0l & AR G
2021) HE R TTIF R A H T B (RS, 2020 ) 45, X B8 T By B i Ab 14 iR
ST SCIFAS AR B ([ ,2018) , ARG n) 53 32 22k n) 5T 3 MR FLAR L (4 A
FARTF-BL il 50T B AT a8 6 ) 52 AR R T [0 B¢, A 366 I 46 1) 3% | IX B ]
Tt G BRI T (W, 2012 X S BE AT TR, 20175 5K ik, 2021) , 24 E 1% 3k
Ny, FIR R IR 2% 0] 5 BA BE 44 Pk 518 B Ve S BRI YRR, BRI T
7] % AR 1 A BRI A BT 1 (XU 1 BER T, 2017) , R SR A1 3¢, 4 F 1
IRF 7 255 2 B 55 % AR 11 2R B2 22 A B AR LU i, SRS o [ B, AR, G 2
SH G TR 5% T B AT BE 2y o — BB AN 2 A0 67 1 SR, A0 ) SRR AP A IR T L I 5
BB S (XU BUR T #E, 2017) . ARG 1) 3¢ Bt BAHEX &, % & & e h P
KA HAHE ORI 0] 33 B, B IRl 52 6 07, 3R 3h A &% 1810472, 3 [l g AL i 7
AR e 4 n e MR (ZEARJEL, 2021)
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B HH MR I bR, VB —F#LE], 7] 5% 19 22 B A9 sl ot 2
ThIR)TF 3 AR T b 0 BEUR S R A A 45 2R G2 R T IR, 2009 ) o X SEHERE 1Y 45
AT LIRS ) B b« BE AT AFE AR 2 i A FE IR 55 A A0 BOR T, n] LA
FEACHE R AR 55 A B SRAL DAY e T AT R A5 (XB4E3C,2008) . FREH T
SRR ) R 45 AU 5 AR X — B bR, AR b A R SR U TR L T AR S
Gyl AR FEHL (30,2011 ;L0 et al. | 2022) . TS E AL, IR 5ET BRI
FUABUEE S RIE M RRRAE SRR ) 57 2 00T DR HE AR 0 B A5 R SO [R]#9 17] 55 -
Bt (4#£1H,2013)

5 = HRFERE i B ) HL3ER 52, 8] 57 B 1l 33 TR A N R
F—E B TR S P, XSS R n] LURIG B LT H W TR B &%,
W AT DURSETFRERE IR AR, AR R Sl R P [R) B¢ 2 A 8 25 4 2] A5 ML)
A (4 IDeahe s 2021) , HL 3 T3 B B35 T B L . 25 22 1n) 3 AR A0 3 43 T A4l i
LG i FLRE T U i RO 5 B AR (LR B H TAE T BT A0 A e, RE
(1R 2 B [ TEAILAR , G 5 9 170) B¢ 00 ot PR e, SBmIR A7 o0 J SR U0 1 T30 5 i, 3
— I RE % Ry BUR B B3 SN £ T R SR (442 ,2015) T H, £
Fofr 7] S ML AT 35 190 S 00 5 AL m] BB — AR Y, gl S Uk, 1T DG R A — ol J B
FEAEZ R TEHLE] T ) DA R S SR P e 3 mT LA TR ) B9 1) S AL
F AR AS [ 3505 171 =2 6] B4 ASC g il 24, 4038 %) T B¢ MW . PN 3 1) ) 57 o A 4 (i 44 B
2012) .

S VAL A 1) BT AT LAAE 2200 A XS MO0 2 T A FEAE L, TR) AL S S
PUREE HARERHE T R vl 80 TS F- B (b A Fifti /NAR, 2015) o X468 Beth,
AT LAJR 7 W2 T 38 0o 5 2 A R R £ 1) 55 B s 1940 S B ( e I AL RN i 42 W
2017) o A2 d L, 3R R 32 A Sy 58 35 AR Gk ST (4 ATL R fe A R OUR 2R HR B v AL
il 5 52 35 I W AL AR I, LA RSB < 8 A — [ 7 + (] 52 B9 BR s L (5K F146,2017)
]S, 3 6T B AT DA U2 T A A AR i R B BOR S8 %5 % AR IUHL G & i)
[F) SB35 A B T B 38 R A2 1 LA (FHFE RN IDE 22 ,2016) , 44K, IA] 58 T
5 F Bt n] LATESOUL)Z T 2 $5 52 i 38 220 B 5 G000 J2 T 100 0 U)o 15 45 A 1A
TR S1T8h, UBEAMRAT R, a3 Hbr . 72N S8 B | ] ¢ XU 9 451 2448
REJH T UM TAEA B BRRAS | 58 HUE 57 R ) (4 e 2021) ,

(Z) ERE—MHE

A] SEALADRE (A ST — b T JoBEx 4 g R 5 AR Se AU A L A7 B 3%
i HAREEIESIVEI (2, Qe 7E 15 A DR Gk i O — 1 B 22 () A 7] 53 7
AT 2 SRR B A T S AR, AT (R B IR TF % AN TR TF A9 5 BEPEIAAT,
DAL 4t 2 R 52 2 A 1] 57 4R TG Z2 B[R] D0 R Y AR, 31X — [RDREDRE 4=t 1A) 57 )
FWNESG A TR XTI, K 1] 5E 0 o — b il 2 A4 BHLE R A 0T 4 B, K18 PR 2=
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T AL 1) BT A9 T EARfE AL, Sk m) ST/ T BB A ek AU 5 & W, M B2
TR ER AT B0 SR B — ol A 0 ) R AR A SR S IR A e
717 [0 52 D) R, Ay 33 AR — o ] A [l oy 3k — 5 B2, VAol JBE A 1) 35 2 224 AR ) 3 =
PRIE F 1) B¢ % 1A T e 1) Ji SR ek R b P AR 1 o D A ofe 5 A (R AR R &R
T¥.,2021) , He 324 LU PU 7 T ARAE

55— HAR T M) B¢ RS 7] 58 &R T 38 53 T 384 () B0 0] bR S R2 Y, B
b oa<p WU v B 0 R VAT € AN 0 /AN B B - B s D | -3 e v =<5 S
WEEA 2R TR EBUMHEAT I8 S T8  K 5 50 iR o 2 BT T A A
BRI E AT T A R BT CREYLUAAT 175 ,2016) . &M A AR 7]
T2 SR A R] [) 5E AR Z (R 1) B, 78 3% 5 R B R A R AR 26 BUR Y ] 5%
il B 3 A YR PRI 3 (4 ) B2 1 | B 3 58 YR Ko BORF 6 ) T 1 TR A Ko AR 5 B
IR AR B ] N R e X BROB e 21 2 RBOR 1 1) B il ()0 s Fn k7, 2010) 4T
SCHR B, AN TR) ) B2 3244 i 1) 22 bR D0 T R DA [ ) i B 322 A X6 ) B A AR
ok —E MR, 6 TR 0 ELA IR 53 52 e v, WOy BURFAEAE T I >R A 93RRI
WM RIS T 5 A8 A AL 2 8 AR 1) B¢ (5K BF B AN SC 22, 2008 5 4R Al
46,2021 , XA [ 14 ) B 32 A A AR A0 AS TR) 1, 5L 28 2 AH B I 1) 1] 500315 15 1l
B Hedn, fE— S E R A e A ) 5 v A [R] 4 [] 53 J2 4R AT AR [ 4% n) 57 4b )
HA R REOR  BOR M BN AT 358 didrit osteoe Wi Bon B .

B L H AR MR S S S R AT SRR LSS AN AR Y R
) % ] T LA R BURF NS (2RI A B KSR BE W55 T AR 1T 48 ) sl BURF AR (1
AR AEE R EPRAR) 5 AT, MR R BT S HLAG B9 AN 8], AT LA 23y
PIEBIR) T 5 AMERIR) 57 . BURF PR ZBUR R T TR GBOR &8 1T 18] 53 2 J& T
17 T 1 (AR AN R, 2016) | T EORF LAAI A 55— 5 6F BORE B 1T A9 BURF S 881
PEAS R 2 2 AR IA) T h] B ( Z3 46 ,2016) o AT b U, P90 IR] 55 A S e 1 A AR 5
KU S AR R AT, VAR W B AR AT AL ST AN SR A L, 2018
AF TR R MR S T, T T XA T ORI [ SR A T, 3 2 LR g P S i)
Do MM BT T By S 3 ZAREE “ BRI 2 A AR 5 HAB AR B AU ) BT A
B R, AR BUR AT R I R 1) 57 (EE1E,2013) o 1 L, 1R 55 i BE H H A5 B — & 40
IOESERIE R LR e b A AT AR R U NS BN AT 2 S 8 i N 2 € e 3 | a1
PR BURERE AT (KB, 2009) & FEIHEAT A AT 38 PR 35 2 2 B 0 - 41 Ak B8ORS
() ELPR R SEAS R (RR S R BT 41, 2016) |, i A FRE IR 49 8 A S 5 A Sl B, B e HE
HEFEZS IR TE, ST A7 A AR W (JE WAL FNRE 42 NI, 2017 ) o 45 4 DI L2504
27 (P15 ,2017) , 18158 F AR UK R E TEAT, I 18 R SeR I I Bk, EA I
RS B X BURRR T e A A R B B8 1TSS AR 00 A FF W B 5 i R ) B
S5 ([ 55 ,2014)

55 = HOR MRS B ) SR8 ) i RS2, 1R kil B A 1] 5238 4 0k XoF
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AMARAT R IE AR E A — RSN BRI f] (PhEESE, 2013 ) HoE s il B A g L
TIN5 A A T T T 2 ) 2 A A LS AR AR U T4 RO BB AU ik, X
R 1 il € 14 1R B2 R AR LA — 5 st il 1, i S AR S MILFE F) 25 T RE 2 52 B A5
(BE%E,2015) . [RITEHIE S5 K7 AR 3 DV R A — @ B b 2 P T e i
551k R HE R B 5 AR A B AT ST, (R, —Se2a i T AR DGR B R 5 1
JE5 IR B B ARANARAT Sy 2 18] 64385 7, B R) 52 1 B2 I A — i 2307 ok LI A9 32 DA 5
1o ASATHERE T EIT R ZHTFE LLVR KN P 2 18] A8 3, 11 1R 53 il A 44 00
A HIRLEE

SRV A B B ) 5 368 2o X GOV AT Sy BRI - 9 R e R 3k e R
TN B SCAY 2 R kI 3 ok ol Y R R S ) B AR AT (AR,
2015) . AT A B 0 BS TUIAE T, a8 il R 3 25 A4 i BE AL, LS| 1) 52 AR 1Y
Py IR R A7 1) K B | e 2 R B B SR JEAT RO . (B2, i T R BT Al A
B FE SR IR D 58 KRR BAT — E ROREMITE . 25 I S ad R p0 R 23
FACHE W MR ISE Y L Fbs R AR 55, X8 8] 52 1) B2 R O i 122, X e 23 AN ] s B
HEA LS T SCEBALE L ORA BRI, 2013) o AT BR ST # b, — S8 B
53 B2 A IR DT 1 BE Hh a] BEAF TR A9 5 R BRI, DU s XA T A R B4 45 8, i
B IR 2 m] BE X AN A 915 L

(=) ARE—MXE

K 1R) SR — o ol B8 A4 B R SR8 T 1) B¢ T HAR B SRy BRAE , 153 20 B St Jt
BT — A 1508 17 53 3 AR 400 g ] 88 95 4 X AT 3 o 1 — o B ) 24 B T 240 T
Frsh B AEAE A0 0 5] 52 ) B2 PP B BE S AR T, 100 A BRI 2 i b3 ) 1 — b < 45
W —A78h# " B —Jexiar, BN A, B A AT BUER ok — ok A SE B
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Abstract: With the widespread implementation of accountability laws and the increasing
emphasis on responsibility in governance, Chinese public administration scholars have
undertaken extensive research into government behavior and state governance through the
lens of accountability. Over time, this body of work has coalesced into a conceptual
framework that incorporates multiple dimensions, including the accountability subject,
object, environment, and mode. Despite this progress, significant variation persists among
scholars regarding their understanding of accountability, largely due to differences in
research fields and methodological approaches. Such divergence poses several challenges
it not only undermines the scientific rigor of the concept but also impedes its standardized
development, hinders the advancement of empirical studies, and complicates the formation
of a coherent accountability discourse within the Chinese context.

To address these challenges, this paper engages in a comparative dialogue with
Western scholarship on accountability in public administration, identifying key distinctions
between Chinese and Western interpretations. The paper posits that the difference between
the contractual relationships emphasized in the West and the hierarchical relationships that
underlie Chinese governance is a major factor contributing to the divergent practical
orientations and logical emphases in the two contexts. Western accountability frameworks
tend to focus on mutual obligations codified through contracts, while Chinese frameworks
are more aligned with hierarchical structures and power dynamics. These foundational
differences shape both the practice and theoretical focus of accountability in their
respective contexts.

Through a comprehensive review of the literature and the application of logical
deduction, this paper identifies four primary conceptualizations of accountability that have
emerged in Chinese public administration research. These include: (1) Accountability as
a mechanism, which refers to the processes and means through which the accountability
subject exerts control or pressure on the accountability object; (2) Accountability as a
system, which focuses on the established criteria, standards, and procedures for holding

actors accountable for their performance; (3) Accountability as a relationship, which
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emphasizes the power and responsibility dynamics forged through interactions between the
accountability subject and object; and (4) Accountability as self-discipline, which
highlights the internal obligations and ethical responsibilities assumed by the accountability
object.

These four conceptualizations, taken together, form a “meta-framework” that can
help unify understandings of accountability within the Chinese public administration
community. And this framework also offers a new perspective on the broader distinctions
between political science and public administration. By embracing this framework,
Chinese scholars can engage more actively with accountability practices, enrich
accountability theory, and contribute to the development of an original accountability
discourse that reflects the unique characteristics of China’s governance system.
Keywords: public administration; accountability; Chinese discourse; system; self-

discipline ; relationship
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